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Abstract

Octavio Paz, the Mexican poet and artist, was a political and social critic as well as the creator of artistic and literary works written in the
style of the Surrealist school. The thematic foundation of his poetry and literary works revolves around philosophical and mythological
discussions, which he most likely accumulated as a cultural reservoir in Asia, particularly in India. This study examines and analyzes the
images in Paz’s prose poems to explore their philosophical similarities and mythological motifs in relation to the philosophical views of
Khayyam, the Iranian philosopher, Epicurus, the Greek philosopher, and Hermes. The aim is to uncover the aesthetic and imagistic richness
of his poetry. This study, which compares and contrasts the philosophical motifs of these three philosophers with Paz’s poetry, has found
that Paz’s perspective on the element of time closely aligns with the views of these philosophers. The message conveyed by Paz’s images
emphasizes the significance of immediate and beneficial utilization of time with a hedonistic and sorrow-averse approach. His poetry also
reflects an escape from the mundane calendrical time and an effort to attain an eternal, utopian, and paradisiacal poetic temporality. The
images and imagery that make Paz’s poetry remarkable possess mythological, mystical (Hermetic), and philosophical themes. His
surrealist imagery, in contrast to the classical rhetorical tradition, is abstract and reflects the poet’s immersion in the image itself. This
study employs a descriptive-analytical method with an interpretive and hermeneutic approach, utilizing a comparative perspective. The
research is conducted through library sources, and data collection has been carried out using note-taking techniques.

Keywords: Image and imagery, poetry, philosophy, Khayyam, Epicurus, Hermes, Octavio Paz.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study delves into the philosophical and
mythological imagery in the poetry of Octavio
Paz, a renowned Mexican poet and artist,
whose works are deeply rooted in the
surrealist  tradition. Paz's  poetry is
characterized by its  exploration  of
philosophical and mythological themes,
particularly those influenced by Eastern
cultures, especially India. The research
focuses on the philosophical similarities and
mythological motifs in Paz’s poetry, drawing
parallels with the philosophies of Khayyam,
Epicurus, and Hermes. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical method  with an
interpretive  and hermeneutic approach,
utilizing a comparative perspective to uncover
the aesthetic and imagistic richness of Paz’s
poetry. The findings reveal that Paz's
perspective on the element of time closely
aligns with the views of these philosophers,
emphasizing the importance of immediate and

beneficial utilization of time with a hedonistic
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and sorrow-averse approach. The imagery in
Paz’s poetry, which is surrealistic and abstract,
reflects his immersion in the image itself,
contrasting with the classical rhetorical
tradition. The study concludes that Paz's
poetry shares a common thematic ground with
the philosophies of Khayyam, Epicurus, and
Hermes, particularly in their shared views on
the fleeting nature of time and the pursuit of
eternal, utopian, and paradisiacal poetic
temporality (2).

The imagery in Paz's poetry is deeply
influenced by the philosophical and
mythological traditions of Khayyam, Epicurus,
and Hermes. Khayyam’s philosophy, which
emphasizes the transient nature of life and the
importance of seizing the moment, is reflected
in Paz’s poetry through the recurring theme of
carpe diem. Paz’s poetry often portrays a
sense of urgency to enjoy life’'s fleeting
moments, much like Khayyam’s famous
quatrains. Similarly, Epicurus’s philosophy,

which advocates for the pursuit of pleasure
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and the avoidance of pain, is evident in Paz’s
works. Paz’s poetry frequently explores
themes of love, freedom, and the pursuit of
happiness, aligning with Epicurean ideals. The
Hermetic tradition, with its focus on the
mystical and the esoteric, also finds resonance
in Paz's poetry. The study highlights how
Paz's imagery often draws from Hermetic
symbols and themes, such as the union of
opposites and the pursuit of spiritual
enlightenment. These philosophical influences
are woven into the fabric of Paz's poetry,
creating a rich tapestry of images that reflect
his deep engagement with these traditions (1).
The study also examines the surrealistic
nature of Paz’s imagery, which sets it apart
from the classical rhetorical tradition. Paz’s
poetry is characterized by its abstract and
dreamlike quality, often blurring the lines
between reality and imagination. This
surrealistic approach allows Paz to explore
complex philosophical and mythological
themes in a way that is both innovative and
deeply evocative. The study notes that Paz’s
imagery often arises from a semi-conscious
state of mind, reflecting the surrealist
emphasis on the unconscious and the
irrational. This approach enables Paz to create
images that are both striking and enigmatic,
inviting readers to delve deeper into the layers
of meaning within his poetry. The study also
highlights the influence of surrealist
techniques such as paradox and juxtaposition

in Paz’s work, which contribute to the creation

of images that are both visually and
intellectually stimulating (12).

In addition to its philosophical and surrealistic
elements, Paz’s poetry is also deeply rooted in
mythological themes. The study explores how
Paz’'s imagery often draws from mythological
archetypes, particularly those related to the
feminine and the natural world. Paz’s poetry
frequently portrays women as symbols of life,
fertility, and the eternal, reflecting the influence
of Hermetic and Eastern mythological
traditions. The study also examines how Paz’s
imagery often blurs the boundaries between
the human and the natural world, creating a
sense of unity and interconnectedness. This
mythological dimension of Paz’s poetry adds a
layer of depth and complexity to his work,
inviting readers to explore the symbolic and
archetypal meanings embedded within his
images. The study concludes that Paz’s use of
mythological imagery is a key aspect of his
poetic style, contributing to the richness and
diversity of his work (5).

The study also delves into the thematic and
stylistic similarities between Paz’s poetry and
the works of Khayyam, Epicurus, and Hermes.
The research highlights how Paz’s poetry
shares a common thematic ground with these
philosophical traditions, particularly in their
shared views on the nature of time, the pursuit
of happiness, and the quest for spiritual
enlightenment. The study notes that Paz’s
imagery often reflects the philosophical ideas
of these traditions, creating a dialogue

between his poetry and the works of these
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philosophers. The research also explores how
Paz's poetic style, with its emphasis on
abstraction and surrealism, allows him to
explore these philosophical themes in a way
that is both innovative and deeply evocative.
The study concludes that Paz’s poetry is a rich
and complex tapestry of philosophical and
mythological themes, reflecting his deep
engagement with these traditions and his
innovative approach to poetic imagery (3).

In  conclusion, this study provides a
comprehensive analysis of the philosophical
and mythological imagery in the poetry of
Octavio Paz, highlighting the deep
connections between his work and the
philosophical traditions of Khayyam, Epicurus,
and Hermes. The research reveals that Paz’s
poetry is characterized by its surrealistic and
abstract imagery, which reflects his immersion
in the image itself and his innovative approach
to poetic expression. The study also highlights
the thematic and stylistic similarities between
Paz's poetry and the works of these
philosophers, demonstrating how Paz’s
imagery often reflects their philosophical
ideas. The research concludes that Paz's
poetry is a rich and complex tapestry of
philosophical and mythological themes,
reflecting his deep engagement with these
traditions and his innovative approach to
poetic imagery. This study contributes to a
deeper understanding of Paz’s work and its
place within the broader context of

philosophical and mythological poetry.
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