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Abstract:

The aim of the present study is to investigate the impact of entrepreneurship course instruction on entrepreneurial self-efficacy, attitude,
mindset, and behavior among students at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman. Methodologically, this research is descriptive-survey in
nature and applied in terms of purpose. The statistical population of this study consists of students at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman
who have completed the entrepreneurship course in recent years. Sampling was conducted using simple random sampling from among the
students who had taken the entrepreneurship course. Data collection was carried out using a standardized questionnaire, the reliability of
which was estimated at 0.921, and its validity was confirmed by experts and faculty members. In total, 394 responses were collected through
an in-person survey and subsequently analyzed using confirmatory factor analysis and structural equation modeling. The data were analyzed
using SPSS version 24 and PLS version 3. The results showed that entrepreneurship course instruction significantly influences students’
entrepreneurial self-efficacy. Additionally, entrepreneurship course instruction has a significant impact on students' entrepreneurial attitude,
mindset, and behavior. Consequently, entrepreneurial self-efficacy significantly influences students' entrepreneurial attitude, mindset, and
behavior. Finally, entrepreneurial attitude affects entrepreneurial mindset, and entrepreneurial mindset, in turn, influences entrepreneurial
behavior among students. Based on the findings of this study, it can be concluded that entrepreneurship course instruction affects the
transformation of students’ self-efficacy, attitude, mindset, and entrepreneurial behavior in today’s competitive environment and leads to an
increased tendency toward entrepreneurial activities.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Entrepreneurial self-efficacy, attitude, mindset, and behavior are critical psychological and behavioral variables in the
domain of entrepreneurship research. Numerous studies have emphasized the centrality of entrepreneurial mindset and behavior
in distinguishing successful entrepreneurs from others (Pachera & Glinik, 2024). These variables are intricately linked to deeper
cognitive phenomena, revealing their unique roles in entrepreneurial activity (Cui et al., 2019). The cognitive foundation of
entrepreneurial intention, in particular, is critical in translating entrepreneurial ideas into tangible outcomes (He et al., 2023).

In developing nations, entrepreneurial failure is often attributed to deficiencies in mindset and behavior, underscoring the
need for structured interventions such as entrepreneurial education (Lechner & Pittaway, 2024; Ludi Wishnu, 2020; Mokhtari
Baye Kalayi & Kohan Ghaziani, 2023). Among the most widely recommended approaches to fostering entrepreneurial thinking
is the integration of entrepreneurship education into university curricula (Lindberg et al., 2017; Solesvik et al., 2013).
Entrepreneurship courses not only provide students with technical and strategic competencies but also facilitate self-efficacy
by immersing them in experiential learning environments, such as business plan development and peer discussions (Botsaris &
Vamvaka, 2016).

Entrepreneurial attitude has been defined as an individual’s cognitive and affective response to opportunities and challenges
in entrepreneurial settings. It is often linked to constructs such as the need for achievement, personal control, and innovativeness
(Ayalew & Zeleke, 2018). Moreover, researchers have classified attitudes into affective, cognitive, and behavioral components,

each playing a distinct role in the entrepreneurial decision-making process (Denanyoh et al., 2015). According to social
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cognitive theory, self-efficacy significantly shapes such attitudes and fosters more proactive and resilient entrepreneurial
behaviors (Khalili Khodroabadi & Hasani, 2023; Le et al., 2023).

Similarly, entrepreneurial mindset comprises a constellation of cognitive styles including risk-taking, opportunity
recognition, pragmatism, lifelong learning, and visionary thinking (Denanyoh et al., 2015; Mokhtari Baye Kalayi & Kohan
Ghaziani, 2023). This mindset is crucial for students aiming to build sustainable ventures in competitive environments.
Entrepreneurship education aims to nurture this mindset through real-world problem solving and reflective learning. As
highlighted in prior research, entrepreneurial mindset is not just a personal trait but also a cultivated outcome of structured
educational practices (Ndou & Vecchio, 2018).

The interrelationships among these constructs—self-efficacy, attitude, mindset, and behavior—form the theoretical basis
for evaluating the effectiveness of entrepreneurship education. Despite an expanding literature on entrepreneurship education,
empirical gaps remain regarding the mediating role of self-efficacy and attitude in shaping entrepreneurial mindset and behavior
(Cui et al., 2019). In the Iranian context, few studies have addressed these links within public university environments.
Therefore, this study aims to investigate the impact of entrepreneurship course instruction on entrepreneurial self-efficacy,
attitude, mindset, and behavior among students of Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a descriptive-survey methodology with an applied purpose. The statistical population included students
of Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman who had completed an entrepreneurship course in recent years. Using simple random
sampling and Cochran's formula, a sample of 384 participants was calculated, later increased to 460 to ensure robustness. Of
the distributed questionnaires, 394 valid responses were analyzed.

Data were collected using a standardized Likert-scale questionnaire with confirmed reliability (Cronbach's alpha = 0.902)
and validity (confirmed through expert review). Analytical methods included confirmatory factor analysis and structural
equation modeling, utilizing SPSS v24 and PLS v3. Various reliability and validity measures (AVE, CR) for constructs were
above threshold standards. KMO test value was 0.899, indicating excellent sampling adequacy.

Findings

Demographic data revealed that the majority of respondents were male (54.3%), aged between 26—35 years (50.8%), and
held a master’s degree (37.8%). Skewness and kurtosis analyses confirmed normal distribution of the data, while Kolmogorov-
Smirnov tests indicated non-normality, justifying the use of PLS-based SEM.

All factor loadings exceeded 0.4, validating construct items. Model fit was assessed via t-values; all hypotheses were
supported at t > 1.96.

Key findings included:

e A strong direct impact of entrepreneurship course instruction on entrepreneurial self-efficacy ( = 0.519, t = 9.449),
o Significant influence on entrepreneurial attitude (f = 0.883, t = 38.649),

e Influence on entrepreneurial mindset (f = 1.045, t =20.129),

e  Self-efficacy's impact on attitude (f = 0.140, t =3.911) and mindset (f = 0.153, t =4.148),

e  Attitude's effect on mindset (f = 0.133, t =2.327),

e  Course instruction's impact on behavior (f = 0.789, t =9.215),

e  Self-efficacy's influence on behavior (f = 0.261, t = 5.749),

oo ®

ol 48,5 & jg0 (CC BY-NC 4.0) 2165 b illas 5151 oo yiwd &ygods dllio ) L) ol ot g5 4 3late dllio oyl L] ggis golod VE-¥ © 21 3> g 500



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

\F'F Jutr}wo)ua€}le))i

e Mindset's influence on behavior (f = 0.293, t = 3.442).

Discussion and Conclusion

This study confirms that entrepreneurship course instruction plays a pivotal role in shaping students' entrepreneurial self-
efficacy, attitudes, mindsets, and behaviors. The instructional intervention not only enhanced students’ confidence in launching
and managing businesses but also improved their perception of entrepreneurship as a viable career path. These findings align
with earlier international studies asserting that entrepreneurship education fosters entrepreneurial intention by enhancing
psychological readiness.

The results validate the mediating roles of self-efficacy and attitude. Students with higher self-efficacy demonstrated more
favorable attitudes and mindsets, which subsequently led to entrepreneurial behavior. This implies that entrepreneurship
education should be structured to reinforce confidence, engage students in practical tasks, and nurture positive entrepreneurial
values.

Furthermore, the study highlights that entrepreneurial mindset is a cumulative construct influenced by both affective
(attitudes) and cognitive (self-efficacy) dimensions. By improving students’ mindsets, educational programs can instill a
readiness to act upon opportunities, tolerate ambiguity, and persist in the face of failure.

The evidence supports a comprehensive, integrative model where entrepreneurship education enhances all four constructs—
self-efficacy, attitude, mindset, and behavior—in a cascading manner. Practical implications include redesigning university
curricula to embed experiential learning, mentorship, and real-world engagement.

To sum up, entrepreneurship education is not merely a theoretical exercise but a transformative experience that significantly
alters students' entrepreneurial potential. Investing in such educational programs can yield substantial benefits, both for

individual students and for broader economic development through increased entrepreneurial activity.
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