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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the components and dimensions of a model for cultural content production and planning to enhance awareness
of women's issues in Iraqi satellite channels. The research followed a qualitative and exploratory strategy, employing grounded theory using
the systematic approach of Strauss and Corbin. Data were collected through semi-structured in-depth interviews. The qualitative sample
consisted of 15 individuals, including managers, activists, experts, and researchers in the field of media and women's cultural issues, as well
as producers and program managers from Iraqi satellite channels during the 2023-2024 period. Participants were selected using purposive
sampling. The findings were analyzed and categorized through three coding stages: open, axial, and selective coding. Based on the results, a
model comprising six main axial codes was developed: causal conditions (media governance challenges, media transformation in representing
women’s identity); contextual conditions (the prevailing context of cultural content production); intervening conditions (extra-managerial
limitations in producing cultural content); strategies (media capacity-building, organizing cultural content production on women's issues);
consequences (transformation of media policies in support of women's issues, deepening public awareness about women’s issues); and the
core category (media policymaking for the promotion of awareness of women’s issues). The results of this study, by presenting a model for
producing and planning cultural content aimed at raising awareness of women's issues in Iraqi satellite channels, can facilitate policymaking
and the realization of the goals of culturally produced media content in Iraq. It may also assist legislative and executive institutions in
optimizing the use of Iraqi satellite channels to advance overarching cultural, social, and national objectives.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Satellite television channels play a vital role in shaping public discourse, especially in complex cultural and political contexts
such as Iraq. These channels, with their wide reach and diverse content, possess the potential to influence societal attitudes,
particularly regarding sensitive and marginalized topics like women’s rights and gender equality. In recent years, the
representation of women in Iraqi satellite media has drawn significant academic attention due to its persistent adherence to
traditional gender roles and its reinforcement of patriarchal norms (Mahmoud et al., 2023; Zheltukhina & Radhi, 2023). Such
portrayals not only misrepresent women’s identities but also hinder progress toward gender equity in Iraqi society (Ali et al.,
2023; Sabri & Aziz, 2023).

Numerous studies have shown that media representations are not neutral reflections of society but are actively involved in
constructing social meanings, identities, and power structures (Cox-Han & Heldman, 2023; Micova, 2023). In conservative
societies, these constructions can either sustain existing inequalities or challenge them through critical and inclusive content.
However, in the case of Iraq, the lack of strategic media policies aimed at empowering women and promoting cultural
awareness has limited the transformative capacity of satellite media. Scholars argue for the development of structured, theory-
based content production models that reflect women's realities and support their societal participation (Brandy et al., 2025; Ros-
Sanchez et al., 2023).

Cultural content planning, particularly from a gendered lens, refers to the intentional design of media narratives that reflect
the diverse experiences and needs of women across age, ethnic, and socioeconomic lines. Such planning aligns with global
efforts to promote inclusive media systems, capable of resisting stereotypical portrayals and fostering critical awareness among
audiences (Aseidu et al., 2023; Bartolini De Angeli, 2023). Yet, in the Iraqi context, empirical studies on how such a model
could be built, and what structural or cultural constraints it must account for, remain scarce. While some scholars have examined
the image of women in Iraqi television (Zubair, 2023), few have attempted to offer grounded, localized models for cultural
content production aimed at raising awareness about women's issues.

The current study seeks to address this gap by designing a grounded theory model for cultural content production in Iraqi
satellite television that enhances awareness of women's rights and challenges. Drawing upon the experiences of media
professionals, cultural experts, and gender advocates, this research develops an evidence-based, context-specific framework
that policymakers and content creators can employ. The study also builds upon methodological advancements in grounded
theory, particularly the use of open, axial, and selective coding in the systematic tradition of Strauss and Corbin (Clarke et al.,
2023; Glaser & Holton, 2023; Wood et al., 2025). In doing so, it provides both theoretical insights and practical tools to facilitate
gender-conscious media production in Iraq.

Methods and Materials

This research employed a qualitative exploratory design using grounded theory methodology, based on the systematic
approach of Strauss and Corbin. Fifteen participants—including media executives, cultural experts, women’s rights activists,
and producers of satellite television programs—were selected through purposive sampling. In-depth, semi-structured
interviews were conducted between 2023 and 2024 to capture participants' experiences and perspectives regarding the

challenges and possibilities of women-focused cultural content in Iraq.
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Data analysis was carried out in three stages: open coding, axial coding, and selective coding. The MAXQDA 2020 software
was used for organizing and visualizing the data, including frequency analyses and conceptual maps. Codes were refined
through iterative comparison and expert consultation, resulting in the emergence of six core categories (axial codes). These
categories were later integrated into a paradigm model describing the causal relationships among conditions, strategies, and
consequences in cultural content planning. Theoretical saturation was achieved after 15 interviews, and validation of findings
was performed through member checks and peer reviews.

Findings

The data analysis yielded a paradigm model composed of six main components: (1) causal conditions, (2) contextual
conditions, (3) intervening conditions, (4) strategies, (5) consequences, and (6) core phenomenon. Each component was
supported by specific codes derived from the participants' narratives.

Causal conditions included two major challenges: governance issues in Iraqi media and the transformation of media
landscapes affecting women’s identity representation. These issues were manifested through lack of supportive policies,
political interference, and dominance of patriarchal discourse in content production. Participants frequently cited censorship
and inadequate journalist training as significant obstacles.

Contextual conditions referred to the broader cultural, religious, and social environment in Iraq that frames media
production. These included conservative public attitudes, ethnic and sectarian diversity, and low levels of gender literacy among
both audiences and content producers. These factors were seen as shaping the production and reception of women-related
content.

Intervening conditions were identified as managerial and operational constraints such as the absence of legal frameworks
protecting women’s representation, limited funding for content development, and lack of institutional support for gender-based
programming. Participants also noted technological deficiencies and insufficient access to training for female media workers.

Strategic actions proposed by participants included media capacity-building initiatives, policy design for gender-inclusive
programming, and the development of targeted, issue-based content. Examples included producing documentaries on women’s
achievements, training workshops on gender-sensitive journalism, and fostering partnerships with NGOs to fund awareness
campaigns.

Consequences of implementing such strategies were identified as: (1) transformation in national media policies toward
women’s empowerment, and (2) increased public awareness of women’s issues. Participants highlighted that these outcomes
could enhance women'’s societal participation and shift collective perceptions of gender roles in Iraq.

The core phenomenon around which the entire model was organized was defined as "media policymaking for raising
awareness on women’s issues." This was not only the thematic anchor of the research but also served as the guiding principle
for interpreting the interplay among all other components in the paradigm model.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study underscore the urgent need for a comprehensive, grounded approach to cultural content planning
in Iraq that centers on women’s rights and experiences. The identification of governance, societal, and institutional barriers to
inclusive content production reflects the structural inequalities embedded within Iraq’s media system. These obstacles mirror
earlier critiques by scholars who emphasized the political economy of media and its influence on gender representation

(Mahmoud et al., 2023; Zheltukhina & Radhi, 2023).
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By providing an empirically grounded model, this study contributes to the limited but growing body of literature advocating
for culturally sensitive and gender-aware media policy in the Middle East. The proposed paradigm not only illustrates the
complexity of producing effective women-focused content in satellite networks but also offers actionable pathways for change.
It echoes the global scholarship on participatory and emancipatory media practices, which highlight the role of media as both
a mirror and a molder of social realities (Bartolini De Angeli, 2023; Ros-Sanchez et al., 2023).

Another significant contribution of this research lies in its methodological rigor. By employing a grounded theory approach
and incorporating diverse voices from the media sector, it ensures that the resulting model reflects the lived realities and
constraints of media production in Iraq. This aligns with theoretical propositions from grounded theory scholars who emphasize
iterative coding, constant comparison, and contextual theorization (Deering & Williams, 2024; Glaser & Holton, 2023; Rantung
et al., 2025).

In conclusion, the study offers a nuanced and context-aware framework that can guide media institutions, policymakers, and
educational bodies in promoting gender-sensitive media. The integration of strategic and operational recommendations further
strengthens its practical value. By situating the representation of women as a central concern of media policy and production,
this model paves the way for more inclusive, equitable, and socially responsive media landscapes in Iraq and potentially other

similar contexts.
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