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Abstract:

This study aimed to investigate the economic and political motives influencing the maximum attraction of audiences to Iraqi political
television programs. A mixed-method (qualitative—quantitative) and descriptive-survey design was applied. In the qualitative phase,
structured interviews were conducted with 14 experts in television and political-economic programming to identify key motivational
components. In the quantitative phase, the statistical population included 8,000 viewers of Iraqi political television programs, with a sample
size of 383 determined using Morgan’s table. A questionnaire derived from the qualitative findings was administered. Content validity was
confirmed by expert judgment, and face validity was assessed through specialist review. Reliability was measured using Cronbach’s alpha
(economic factors a = 0.73; political factors o = 0.87). Data were analyzed with SPSS22 and SMART PLS using confirmatory factor analysis
(CFA) to validate the constructs and model fit. Results revealed multiple economic motives, including awareness of the effects of political
decisions on daily life, reduced investment risk, evaluation of government policy impact on employment, and understanding the level of
support for small and medium-sized enterprises. Political motives involved obtaining accurate and up-to-date information about political
developments, analyzing pre- and post-crisis events, and equipping viewers with tools to interpret and respond to social and political changes.
The conceptual models showed strong explanatory power for maximum audience attraction, with R? values of 0.984 for economic factors
and 0.956 for political factors. Identifying and addressing economic and political motivations can inform more effective media strategies to
increase audience engagement and loyalty to political television programs in Iraq.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Television remains one of the most powerful and influential mass media channels in shaping public opinion, disseminating
political knowledge, and fostering civic engagement, even amid the digital transformation of the media landscape (Roshandel
Arbatani & Zarei, 2019). In Iraq, television holds a unique socio-political position due to decades of political instability,
economic crises, and fluctuating governance structures (Ibrahim, 2023; Yousif & El-Joumayle, 2024). While new media
platforms and streaming technologies have reshaped global viewing patterns, television continues to function as the most
accessible and trusted source of political content for large portions of the Iraqi population (Omoera & lhekwoaba, 2022).
Understanding the drivers that keep viewers engaged with political television content is, therefore, an essential step toward
preserving the medium’s societal relevance and fostering informed citizenry.

Theoretical models of media consumption, particularly the uses and gratifications perspective, emphasize that audiences are
not passive recipients but rather active seekers of content that fulfills specific cognitive, affective, and social needs (Guo &
Chan-Olmsted, 2015; Lin, 2019). Among these needs, economic and political motivations are central in societies undergoing
structural change. When economic conditions are uncertain, individuals seek information to reduce risk, interpret governmental
decisions, and plan their personal and professional lives (Farghani, 2019; Mohammadnejad et al., 2021). Similarly, when
political dynamics are complex or unstable, audiences pursue reliable analyses and contextual understanding to navigate
shifting power relations and their implications for daily life (Maciejewska-Mieszkowska, 2021; Priyadarshini, 2024).

Global research shows that the ability of television to connect with these motivations is essential to audience retention. In
contexts such as Poland and Indonesia, providing balanced, credible political discourse has been linked to higher electoral
engagement and increased trust in public broadcasters (Intyaswati et al., 2022; Maciejewska-Mieszkowska, 2021). Conversely,
failure to reflect viewers’ real concerns or the perception of bias and censorship has fueled audience migration to alternative
and digital platforms (Benjamin, 2021; Liang, 2015). These dynamics have also been documented in the Middle East, where
younger audiences increasingly prefer interactive and multimedia-driven content to traditional linear broadcasts (Eskandarian
et al., 2020; Parsakia, Rostami, Darbani, et al., 2023; Parsakia, Rostami, Saadati, et al., 2023).

In Iraq, where economic volatility and social fragmentation intersect with political unpredictability, exploring how these
motivational drivers influence television engagement is critical. Previous regional studies have shown that economic concerns,
such as employment and inflation, shape how people evaluate political narratives and media credibility (Farghani & Moozani,
2017; Mohammadnejad et al., 2021). Political interest is also mediated by the perceived transparency and responsiveness of
television programming, with audiences rewarding formats that allow debate and multi-voiced perspectives (Fatma, 2019;
Jenks, 2021). Yet, no comprehensive empirical model had been developed to examine how these factors collectively predict
maximum attraction to Iraqi political programming.

To address this gap, the present study integrates theoretical insights from audience studies with the lived realities of Iraqi

viewers to develop and test a conceptual model of economic and political motivations. It aims to inform both scholarly debates
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about media engagement and practical strategies for enhancing the relevance and trustworthiness of Iraqi political television
content.

Methods and Materials

This research adopted a mixed-method approach, combining qualitative exploration with quantitative validation. In the
qualitative phase, structured interviews were conducted with 14 senior experts in television production and political-economic
programming to identify key motivational dimensions that influence viewer engagement. Interview data were analyzed to
extract thematic categories of economic and political motives.

Building upon these qualitative insights, a structured questionnaire was developed and administered in the quantitative
phase. The target population included viewers of political television programs in Iraq, estimated at 8,000 individuals. Using
Morgan’s sample size table, 383 respondents were selected to ensure representativeness. The questionnaire measured constructs
related to economic motivations (e.g., awareness of policy impacts on daily life and job creation, understanding market and
inflation trends) and political motivations (e.g., demand for reliable information, interest in pre- and post-crisis analysis, need
for interpretive tools regarding social change).

Content validity of the instrument was established through expert review, and face validity was tested with a pilot group.
Reliability was evaluated via Cronbach’s alpha, yielding acceptable coefficients (economic factors o = 0.73, political factors a
= 0.87). Data analysis employed SPSS (version 22) for descriptive and reliability testing and SMART PLS for confirmatory
factor analysis (CFA) and structural modeling to assess the predictive power of the identified motivational constructs.

Findings

The analysis confirmed that economic motivations significantly shape the attraction to political television programs among
Iraqi audiences. Key economic drivers included the desire to understand how political decisions affect daily living conditions,
the need to reduce investment risk, awareness of government support for small and medium-sized enterprises, and insight into
employment trends. Audiences expressed that such information helped them make informed personal and financial decisions
during economic uncertainty.

The confirmatory factor analysis revealed a strong model fit for economic motivations, with the constructs explaining a high
proportion of variance in maximum audience attraction (R? = 0.984). Each of the 30 economic indicators identified in the
qualitative phase achieved statistically significant loadings, demonstrating their importance in explaining viewer engagement.

Similarly, political motivations emerged as a powerful predictor of television engagement. Participants emphasized the
importance of receiving timely, accurate, and official information about ongoing political developments, crisis response, and
legislative changes. Viewers valued analytical depth that could help them interpret complex political events and anticipate their
societal consequences.

The political motivation model also exhibited a robust fit, with R? = 0.956, indicating strong explanatory power. Seven core
political dimensions—including demand for up-to-date reporting, crisis analysis, empowerment to respond to social change,
and avoidance of one-sided narratives—were validated.

Despite these strong predictive relationships, not all hypothesized links between motivational components and audience
attraction achieved statistical significance at the highest confidence levels. This suggests potential disconnects between what
audiences seek and how political content is currently produced and presented, particularly regarding transparency and
opportunities for viewer interaction.

Discussion and Conclusion

O
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The findings underscore the central role of economic and political motivations in shaping the television consumption
patterns of Iraqi audiences. From an economic perspective, the results reaffirm that audiences gravitate toward media capable
of contextualizing policy decisions and macroeconomic trends in ways that directly relate to household stability and
opportunity. This aligns with global evidence that economic insecurity intensifies the search for actionable and trustworthy
information (Farghani, 2019; Mohammadnejad et al., 2021). For Iraqi viewers navigating volatile oil revenues, inflation, and
labor market challenges, television remains a potential stabilizing and empowering tool—provided it delivers relevant content
clearly and credibly (Ibrahim, 2023; Yousif & El-Joumayle, 2024).

The political findings complement this narrative, showing that Iraqis seek more than headline reporting. They want
interpretive depth, multi-perspective debate, and analytical tools to make sense of power shifts and policy reforms. These
insights echo studies demonstrating the influence of transparent, diverse political programming on democratic participation
and civic engagement (Fatma, 2019; Jenks, 2021; Maciejewska-Mieszkowska, 2021). Yet, the limited significance of some
political pathways suggests that current television offerings may still be perceived as one-sided or disconnected from public
discourse, similar to patterns observed in other transitional societies where media trust has eroded (Benjamin, 2021; Liang,
2015; Roshandel Arbatani & Zarei, 2019).

Generational change is another critical factor. Young Iraqis—mirroring global digital-native audiences—demand
interactivity, personalization, and multimedia storytelling (Eskandarian et al., 2020; Parsakia, Rostami, Darbani, et al., 2023;
Parsakia, Rostami, Saadati, et al., 2023). Traditional television’s linear and top-down structure struggles to meet these
expectations, creating a risk of audience flight to online platforms and foreign broadcasters. Lessons from Indonesia and Nigeria
show that integrating participatory formats and hybrid entertainment-politics content can successfully capture younger
demographics (Intyaswati et al., 2022; Omoera & Ihekwoaba, 2022).

Practically, these findings highlight an urgent need for Iraqi television producers and policymakers to recalibrate content
strategies. Combining political analysis with real-life economic relevance, embracing multi-voiced debate, and adopting
interactive and visually engaging storytelling can rebuild trust and expand reach. Moreover, acknowledging and addressing
viewers’ demand for clarity, fairness, and inclusivity is essential for counteracting perceptions of partisanship and bias (Amiri
Siyahuyi & Abbasi, 2017; Homayoun et al., 2015).

In conclusion, this study advances the understanding of media engagement in post-conflict, economically challenged
contexts by articulating a validated model of economic and political motivations. It shows that despite rapid digital disruption,
television in Iraq retains the potential to serve as a unifying civic space—if it evolves to meet the informational and participatory
needs of its audience. This work also contributes to broader media scholarship by demonstrating the intertwined nature of
economic and political motives in sustaining public trust and engagement with political content, offering actionable insights

for both scholars and practitioners seeking to navigate the shifting terrain of broadcast media consumption.
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