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Abstract:

The present study aimed to design and test a structural model explaining the drivers influencing the development of family tourism based on
a sports tourism approach. This applied study employed a descriptive—correlational design using structural equation modeling. The statistical
population consisted of 384 sports tourists participating in sporting events with their families, selected through convenience sampling. Data
were collected using a researcher-made questionnaire containing 44 items measured on a five-point Likert scale. Descriptive statistics and
Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling (PLS-SEM) were used for data analysis. Reliability, convergent validity, and model
fitness indicators were assessed. Statistical analyses were conducted using SPSS and SmartPLS version 3 software. Structural model results
indicated that economic infrastructural characteristics, technological capacity and sports tourism potential, socio-cultural factors, sports
facilities, and health and wellness exerted significant positive effects on family tourism with a sports tourism orientation (p<0.05). Socio-
cultural factors demonstrated the strongest explanatory power among predictors. The overall goodness-of-fit index (GOF=0.765) confirmed
strong model adequacy and substantial explanatory capability of the proposed framework. The findings suggest that sustainable development
of family sports tourism depends on an integrated multidimensional strategy combining economic infrastructure improvement, technological
advancement, enhancement of sports facilities, promotion of health-oriented travel experiences, and strengthening socio-cultural engagement.
Family sports tourism can therefore function as an effective mechanism for promoting mass sport participation, strengthening family
cohesion, stimulating tourism demand, and improving social well-being, providing practical guidance for policymakers and planners in sport
and tourism development.

Keywords: Family tourism, Sports tourism, Tourism drivers, Health and wellness, Socio-cultural factors

How to Cite: Amini, B., Zargar, T., A’lam, S., & Ghasemalipour, H. (2026). Modeling the Drivers of Family Tourism with a Sports Tourism Approach.
Management, Education and Development in Digital Age, 3(2), 1-13.

O

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1859-5818
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1595-9324
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5307-4375
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2877-8052

JUmsd pas 59 dzuigi 9 90T C9 o 4 pid

VRO /Y g Ll VO NYY el Ll 56 VECFAY/ Ay 6 VEENY/Y 1o K3l b VECF/V/ A e Sl )b

319 ST 359, b (TPl 5 %0 F Sl g il

Al el yag ool 3T olKuisls cogin ol pag dlg (5555 Cappha 05,5 635> (ggmmails el olpo .

Ayl el pag e oodll Sl3T olKuisls cogin ol a5 a5y (5559 Ca e 05,5 HF S 5 Al ¥

Ol ecilytg e oo Mol 3131 olSuils ¢(g) 4 (o)) (sinod plol B dnlg ¢ S a3 09,5 {8 el pl o Y

Oyl ecilyag e oMol 231 o8uisly e o5 Sy ¢ i3y Cupde 09,5 I gudrauld s F

t_zargar@azad.ac.ir : Jsue odiw g Suig S o

LXVCCY

5 a9 eloinl (Bl Jalse 2 aST L (55 (6K50)5 o it (SOl ()R035 damgi p o slagpdiy Jhe (90]] 5 Bk pols gl Gia
50,5 51,8 YAY Jali (o,lol amels 39 (o)l b 5¥olre (gjlw Jde p (ine (Siunsed = huogi o) 413 5 g (3,8 Ban Jlai 3l yimgs ol g oDl
b b Jaw ¥ aslo aswe doliduny 31 oalatwl b laosld .0 Q] uyiwd )3 (655 dises gy 4 a5 gy (bjyg sbodlingy jo (Solgldh oaiSes i (ob)9
laodls Jubos (sl 45 plosl Jj Slape Jilio 1 ite (615l Y lao (gl o g mogs ol 51 (63500 L modly il b (5905 (sl oy )8
1 ot ()5l Jo gults (28,5 )5 oy 3930 Jdo iyt 5 LSam (sl ety (slopasli 5 43,8 odlitl ¥ aeus SMATtPLS 5 SPSS (cla ljilp 5 5
9 Cedlo g (o0)yg UGl ((Sim i slaal Jolse o(o85)9 6)5%83)5 sl demsily 9 ()9l codlatll (Bloyj sl Shy Jeld (irgh slajite (oolos
0ald g 09 (S i slaal el 4 bgype 1 o gl (P00 0). disads (23559 (£)503)5 3,S9) b (SOl (6)S03)5 1 holine g e 3 gl (w5
i (63,509) Jiojl (oh)y9 (S (6)550 )5 dnusgs wd g ()t Bl sl (52850 aghe Jdo (598 bl eaimd Lt (GOF=2v70) Jso JS' 351
5 ol (S i goloinl Sl gl g (uo)hid 9 Ceodls &y 25 g8 Slois ol ] 50 e e (sBypg Ul )] ol slacdlj casls Jolis
5 0Pisg 0j> OIS Cwliw edlatul 3)50 (slaal (S35 curS )] g Lodlgls <8 )lie LIS« SIRen (3))5 g Sl e 520y lysar g
SIS ULRTS eI

a8 polarn] Jolpe oyl g oMo 5y K50,5 (clag iy iy (/5625 ( S (6,552,510 §lganls

a3 drwgl g iise] wigpde . Bys 6)5,S 3,509, b (Solgl 6, 850)5 slag iy (giludie (VF4D) L e glranld g cplynd el cands )5 coyles (el 1 B! gu
AV (VY oz

ooa®

ol 43,8 & j90 (CC BY-NC 4.0) 2165 b illas 5151 oo yiwd &ygods dllio o) L) ol ot g5 4 3late dllio ol L] ggis goled VF+0 © 11 3> g 500



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1859-5818
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1595-9324
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5307-4375
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2877-8052

\f'b Jqu;;a)w?ye”:

doddo

481, 055 o oS L 5uiS (oLl ) 4 {5 &S iniao sl 0 3 Slaz @lheo (2505 g 0 by J (2 plsieds ()R85 Cartio 3 (glaans
slogize cn i@l (S Olaisd (Bhyg 65805 (e nl )3 leie Ll (oges Dl g (elaiz] dangs (K jd Ml (S5 CudS G 3 (core 1B
S35 eig Sy 5 Sl 1y o s slasS elainl 5 (8B, i (SAaclleb S 5 b ol 4l 5 03 e (550,538, b 53
3 (GIDSON, 2017) sy e (5,558 sl sl 58y o sl 5 o] €5 L 5 s i il cange (5,558,5 3  l o Sisne
g g X5 o g |yl S0,5 5oy line (slnar 5 s L oSl A5 S8 o, K88 3535 A & S (Big (0,5 3 o dng i
(Higham, 2021) sjls e g | 6,555,5 Jlal

R ,5 sl 00 Joas (Sl 5 elasnl 00 o a0 oSl i (i b (908 Sl oo 103 (6,505 o amn (L s sl 3 s Y
5 S35l SOl B 55 ]S ol 5 o 4025 i St o 13 S 9ign puine 5550,5 by S (et ) (S (STl
kel laygme Sl (S @ 05 pl g Al (6 pSadder 18 3] ladle (b odlgls (K535 4 bgije (slaingly o amd o (LS (AEwOLS (Sl S 0
D38l (Sl Loy Cash Cyszmed sode eelain] (slooly qoolatdl BTy agdle Solls g,555,8 (Qia0 et al., 2022) sl osd i 5,555,5 clallas
Dial3l g s o Ly, 65l & Wlsiso SOl i 4y gily 5 (LiMa et al, 2023) 5)ls elyan 4 1, eolgls (glisel md ol clis)l 5 olaa] dyloyus
D9 yxie eloiz] plor]

P (g slacdld 5 (Ul g S (b)) Clilue GhIENCwl (53555 Gbdlug) ) Sl ((SolPl 6RI0T 43S S whe by S S
el sl 5 syl biyg 5,553,513 s (85 4 m3 o oS o tngy o s &y SIS b (3555 e clpied ol 0 nge
yaie 4 4L 395 0 Cgmre yhw 0550] L b5 ¢ daslpd cpi p> (Li et al., 2021) auS o o 8l 58 oot dade Lalpd g l055,38 (oplly o] 53 a5 sl
A 58 (oB)y9 sladlg 53 sgdn Sl cplly 48 oS Wloals (LS 35 (Ulergs (oB)y9 (6)%83,5 o)l eadplonl wllllae 35 o hias (R3S 425 (Lol
(Knight & Holt, 2013) 55 (Sslsils 5,555,5 &5 )lbo pols 3 (glodisS cypess

sl 03,8 &S > (Sl g (SOlPl SagS sladlyg) o g 4B alols S sl (st Cg)l Sl (8509 3RS parde dajie g5 cnl 43y L
Faulkner et al., ) aus sbol dato (gl (6,553,5 5 (clasn! (ol 03yl (slately A5 o (5559 sIbg,y (> 4 Bl L Siw Sl sl 450
xe dnely <8 lio I3l g plia Cupta ade )l slisly 0 bl (o559 (5)K80)S dawgs & Cul 03 ol oS AT 55 8] sl s (2000
D9 a5 10 b (SN) CoisS demo g sldilaie dawgi sl (o)lpl A (559 (6,R50)S 395 e sl b 3,9, (ol (Morfoulaki et al., 2023) 5,5 plosl

5 biss S gt s 35 5 85,5 s 5 80 g e S bl los ) g200k0 ol 55 o g (6,580,550 530
solie Cibge Jolss o pmte ] Sinlan (638 sl 5 £)555,5 ©lass ¢ 15y9 SUlSel ¢ g o> cslio (sl ) 3935 45 a3 e ol olan Gilisks ble
Wil o g WS (oo Ll (2559 (5 )583)5 428 (RIS 13 sare YIS dale pgal g Ny Slaply iz (DONG €T Al 2022) 395 0 Crguime (289 X535
(Hemmonsbey & Tichaawa, 2020) xas )3 15t cov g yoline yoboas |y yaw cuisS 5l o, 553,5 Sl

Oyx83,5 Syal a8 Wwlosls L s Sllllas sl o adlis (6,535 Cauddge (sAlS polic 51 S laicds 35 L, K5>S clainl 450 dacd by LS 5

&)%53,5 » (Ramkissoon, 2023) 5,155 e 5l o 53 %j;5cﬁu)ﬁw‘gk>léwwhplg i 3 CMela ylas o 6)K50 )5 eloin! sladsly

O

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

J%JW}AW}E}J}}ATcL{‘j_M

Oz S ez SLBB 36y el Jols (S cld 4 Spie (Jacce )3 odlgls 15 9800 Cugl (eleial 405 nl (Jhyg 2 e (SOl
S gy ) Jub (S5 S g 03l Gl 0dlgls elata] o Sl oo (alady 25

g eloal laanlp Job (Solgls s o5 and oo (s Sllllas wcusl 039 () Siinghy 4295 3)90 (990 s (6 XB2,S HUE) (SIS 3 ol i
(Khoo-Lattimore & Jihyun Yang, 2020) s L35 yhw (¢ pSpuenad ;0 o0dlgls clacl clyllasl g S35 S doass)) o)l 13 48 conl slodsmy Sinyb
liios sl 03lgls glael o (sloinl g Jo (Sloj (Kimlon piline (3))9 Gl )> <)Lt 5 iS00 I (5l Cumnl (23559 (6,503,513 Eg90 x]
2 Oleyed (Sl (K85 slatuo b g (20,85 (slaopSil ((Sutuad Jolge & cusl o3y (L Ul g (oB))5 (655835 53 i (S el 22l 0Ly eadplosl
(Mirehie et al., 2021) i o 5 sade Ll

@25 (g paely Sl s iadon slaailolus 5 elaza] (slaail) (Sl (slagsyghd . cusl 00l i ) (£553)5 slogNl (g peSader jgbos jb &ilygld Y g
a3 il 81y (2859 OSB3, 30000 33k b Wl e (eloinl (gladili) ) odlitul and o (LS w> Slasingg Wlod)S Jeawsd 1) (8))9 sy 5SSl
1y oy 5 coodhs (8535 porhe Wlatudlys (g (slasygld 35 (6)53)5 9 ceodlw 0y > (LT et al, 2025) asl sl dake 4y (2SS ) (ore LI
oM (5 )5l8 o Ngo 45 amd o s Y o5 opl (Al-Romeedy, 2025) soles Jias Slgy g eome odls 5185 sl o)l 4 1y o dyyo5 9 AT Jgocio
Al (Solgls (6)553,5 s (slogS (55 S jlodive; Ll o (8559 6558255

QWS (o85)9 §)583,5 dawg > sla e Bl (oo SLatBl gl g (K835 39)9 Gl Sl 5o IR Nl (8509 6 K835 e Ay jlais ]
Sldllas cpimen (Rangkuti et al., 2024) w8 gy |y (gldlate dxwes g 0313 ialiél |y )|, K53,5 3959 oyliwe canl 2B S jLiko g Jlul sladoly sk 48 wlesls
Farzipor ) sl (4bjyg (5)555)5 dolie Copliz )3 age (185 (B sla) (ouolid iz 5 Ghig0l (o0)5 o 5 o g0 (5 (2559 (5,550 )5 i dnusgi L bayo
S ol |) jpmandlgil (6)S53)S drgs Ll e lame slaced b g K0S 458 4 Glojen gl pln (et al., 2025

o Canl 03y L5 (bjyg ()583)5 dines )3 opll (gl gy S (o Wl ()9 (6N Ammg )3 (sote B (LSl slall g bl 5 (o a5
Karimi ) s’ cogis 1y yau 05550 g > ial33l 1) (059 (65585)5 acud b &) Cons (ogee (2T Slgi o Clin lgies W55 g dtodin Slisls gl Syl
Gl ade SBD pgad 5 dlaiel «leMbl i V}‘W’ Sl jau (658 mroua 15 )b Cuonl bodlgls Qo 3 03394 £adse (] .(et al., 1998

SB35 oyt (alolid dine) ) (w295 JB (hnghy SIS jein ((SolPl (6)N835 4 o Rimgfy dxsi Gl (235)5 )RS pReuda Ay 529 L
st g Bl p (B RIS 458 (S by ey ool (el 4 S Gy Sllle Sl (il ) 3525 (03555 (6)580,5 3,54, b (Solgl
w85 )8 ar i 3)90 1S WSy glojer Sygonr]) (18)yg Sl 5 oDl g)5lid (sl i galall Lelgs oS pol> o Lol cailanily 39505 (5 S prenat 513,
ol (ool adlllan 9,0 (JIb S o (slady o5 4 laodlgls e g (Ko (15559 (S cuodls Cormnl (I3l e(6 e (S5 S S el 2 9381 ]
il a3l ST i 5l i

035 (b (89 §X80,5 (e (SINPE (X83)5 2 S Jalge (iludre g (bl (dlp (255 5 (ogrde gzl S B b Sl Siagls el (ol
SOl )R85 Sl pin (sildde p3l Siagh Ban cplpl fhled SaS SlRen (8555 (5)HS Cuslis 5 (6)X83)5 (580l (ka8 SIS dmgi 4 Wl b o

sl ()9 (35B2)5 9,509, L

oo ®

ol 48,5 &yg0 (CCBY-NC 4.0) Lales b illas 331 oy ygos dllia ol L]l odi g5 4 Blaie dllie pl Ll Goi> (olos VF+0 © Dl 3> g jore



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

\f'b JLquJQA)ugvye))J

QiR R (owlind w9,

el srodld g o Cgme (63 0)lS Glidiss s i 0 Bia Ll g cuwl (g)lidle OY0le (gildie p e 5 (Sed £95 3l oy dbgh wols iagh

@9 sBhys sy > (SSE Cygo 4 a5 18555 KBS 1 8 AT |y sl o)lol Aesly 0l ()9035 el sy Sl osliial b g Slie ©ygo 4 oS
FF ol a8 wis ol aidlo 3w doludus y <SG 31 5aio0 (] )3 b QB! o yiwd)d &jgeo & &bl Bges a5 0 JuSis aiiS o 8y Solgls Iy j3 059 5ok
el s 31 ogs (slaodls il 5 355 (sl 531> Gl LassS 4 (odlye elS) 0 (oillea M) V 51 (sle 2 0 S 3ol 1 (503 250 5 5 Jlg
Julo g 45505 (¢l i oolal S Sluye Sl 5,09, b (o )libbo ¥oleo (gjludio | Jso 905 o b duoloee sy ¢ Slglyd )b ol 5l g 0b o3l ooy

WIS FSI B g T U"I&.Jl « U)Lo.wl 9 U‘Jlu"lu"u"l )l)sl ID)J )‘ ool>

Ll

o (oass e gl 1@ VY oluw Bais <8 b o 3l s (o YF 29d5) 45 585 WY 0las g (Mo pd £F g05) 5ye 425 VOV dlaws 0S8y oy )
cshass Sy gl 485 VWA slaed (o )3 VY 2505 ) (SIS uass Syse (glyly 55 A slass ((do ) V8 3905) oy luass Syie (ghls 428 e dlawd (1o 0 Y 3g05)
s (Mo A 29d5) (658> Juans Syde (gyly 585 VY olus g (1o )3 VY 3gas) Wil ol S e STyse (gl 4@ BV dlass ((duoyd YO dgs) (wlis)lS

sl Cumdg il g Al AR gAY IVY e TAY IV uiljly (SIS a5 a Beod laaslidiny 4 3)S ssalie lgie S g b (bl cl
s oS Bl e SYL IV SMo a8 sol Cawd &y +/AF g /A0 /A /A0 /Y L5 4 35 (bl = abd o ps) (oS (bl cominen Adb e Ha,65
Al o )] 390 gllas 1 (Sl aS Al Caws 4 o /A g /YA /A /WY VY LS5 a5 sl (bl copin e 3L e o] 092 Jou BB Baims

bl 2y W) Joo

AVE)g 2s (i)l 5eSils =55 bt Tho A ElisyS sl oL
VY < IAFO VYT CINYY 559 LISl
“IAVA LT “IYAY “IVYA sy 5 oDl
“INYY <JarY -0 - ¥ Ko ezl Jalse
<IAYA “13-Y “IA-Y “IY40 G5BT 538 S5z 9e sl il 5 (5,5l
<IAR0 <JAFF < IAAY < IAAY solassl b sla S5

SOl (6,553, (slol ) dtaly yeito (STl eyl Ll 5> Jao 51l 09l Gy (sl 295 o0 030t GOF [adlis | Juo il swpt Sl iz om
5 <85 a3 1y (Vee) (s85)9 503)5 35S09) b (Solgls (6,835 (glag| piun) dinly yuiito (e cup Yl g 9 ((1BAP) 1) (53559 (6,503,550, L

S 5 Jgess 3 1) e cpl

GOF=\/ Communality X Rsquare

O

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

J%JW}AW}E}J}}ATcQﬁM

ooily 3l (S GOF (gly (668 g lawgio cipnds podlio (lgic & /FY g /YO o/ + ) Hlake dws &y dngi b dse oyl &S+ IVEO L cusl ply GOF [23L5 jlais doeis )
il 558 IS

B STVIBY Sl Cond 5 /W (Sgu)S) cupd o rgi b S plgioe @l (ol and oo oL |y e 008 )1kl (gum ) (slagyjy So Jo gl
55855 bliae gaw rizen g (Jae sl o VAF BV o5l )1 slie (sl jao (1558 3) 4l 3 dop iy slbad 0a2B (ulal ) 515 41,8 £V/37 531,
e G 9 I Ggmw Sy o & dog b opimen )l Jlaline Cute 13U (08559 (6)K80,5 3,509 b (SOl (680,59 LISl &S €S o0 ¢/ 0
aw opaed g (Jdo el o =VAF B VAF o5l )6 polie gl yho 1508 0y 4l ) Moy m gllad oaelB bl ) 3yl H1E EV/AF 5L 5l )5 as ¥Y/AA
Gapd & dagi bl pogde o)l Jholies cute 56 (03555 R3320 b (SOl (6)RE)5 ()T g Cdhe oS S (e o100 5l 3Se S (gyblne
2=V BVAS ojl )5 jolie (lp yao (5,8 5y Al > oy gy gllad oueld wlul ) 3yl JI8 EV/AZ 551 5l 2,8 a5 VNS Sl Caws g +/Fr Jauw S,
ol oe a5 B5g 6,K055 3,505, b (SN 5,K055 1 (Sinp o] ol o S ol +1+0 5| pSsS (s foos g iz 5 Jie
0l )5 polis gl yao B)8 0y Al ) doyd iy sllad ouelB bl ) 3yl )13 VA 55l 5l 2 )5 a8 VYV Sliow Camid 5tV Sgmo)S) copd 4 dagi b
3509y b (SOlP (RB3)T 5 (6)K8)5 (b9 S92 S Jesly 9 ()95 45 S i on /0 5l iSa 55 (gyline o cpizen g (e gl p SVAFBV/AS
sl oael lol ) )l j1,8 EV/AF 550 5l 2 )5 &S YFND Slyzo Caund g VY Soww)S) cops 4 dogi boopl pogMe )l jlaline oo ,3U (5y9 (65535
Bl Sla Shy B o IS gign 1+ S (s blns g ized 5 (e bl b VA B VRS ol ol sl o 28 35 45l Ao ik
)13 jlaline Cuto y3U (LB)9 (6NE3)5 3509y b (S (6)X83,5 (oLl

w5y il o Y Jgs

e mge ghe 8L wlpl Geio slo it
s S

b e YVIAVY I s 65505 5,Sus, b Solgls 5,550 ,8 clb s < b5 g SIS
b NERREE AV Ay 59 650 ,S 3,Sag, b Solgil (6,555,5 (Sla ] yey <o (s, g Casdlas
ol eV FANEY ARl 9339 G 50)5 3,550, b (Solgls (6,550,5 baplpin <- (Koo sloizl Jalse
b Jeed o YYY WY 080s, b (Solgls 6,855 slagliny <o R85 (o855 d97se sladeiln 5 s)slid

9559 &S50 ,5
Al ofe+)  YENOF <IYYN 359 § 83,5 0,555, b (Solsls 6,858 5 slal iy <- goladl s5le s sla S

oo ®

ol 48,5 &yg0 (CCBY-NC 4.0) Lales b illas 331 oy ygos dllia ol L]l odi g5 4 Blaie dllie pl Ll Goi> (olos VF+0 © Dl 3> g jore



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

\F'é db‘f})e)utcycjjs

Espaven e
3\ 7

0.893 0.917

Fyp.
0.900 0182

0.921
3 GigleiSs...
0177
hisiliy g gl
niljg 2 il _ R _
SR 0853 — W=D E9 5
0.857
| 2 s jiasa ..
0.221 i jge OLlSel
5 g sluazil... 045
0.946
P
Sl oS
kol sl
i ol 3
0848 poiglimpgos 0962
|,n., .ﬁmﬁ_| | Sl assls . | |.3.\L_|3 u_,:_.i_| |,u=| .;.n.l.w:_|
58l cul o e Sl 4> Jaw tY UKW
54.975 107.580
gy anle-lg o5s;
20.221 31.091
3 Sisle..
il g 5)9kis
il e 399 Sk
aﬁ::% sg.095 Cullns gais...
46.293
| o e,

i jye Dbkl

sl ufi.’s
[LEATR-T= JFpe= 2 Ry

[ 3=
4217 g3 Jedunsie, 159 34033

305 Fanypo.| | 6lo assle o | |Balis wymin pasl Slalz.

(tyladke) (g lobize s 45 Baiod o led Juo iY JSS

I oNols

pbesien NG

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

J%JW}AW}E}J}}ATQQJJ_M

854G g Coy

oles 4 3l s (65Ul SYslaa (s3lo e 31 ol (sladibl g (b9 6y K53, 3,Sag, b (Sl (5,550,8 slapig (silulte pilo Limgh oan
S a5 g Codl g ()9 SUSGl (i ji—seloia] olge (23555 (6)%83)5 Sladsly 5 539l golaidl (Bl Gla Shg Jols () 390 sl
okt @l cpl g odleidiy Juo )l ploruil 5 ColdS Silo 35 Jo (IS (B5ln (a3l 9wt (3555 0 (e (SIIBB (0505 dawgi y jbline 5 Cue Sl
sl jgmeciads slal g l)slid slacud b ¢ elaal 05 dacdlunj ple (2ljlen diajls o5 cunl (gamin Sty (5))9 (SOlPB RES drwgs oS and 0

B9 slalad > ) alesu 5 (Sloss (bl &g Jor slacdluyj oS S Glgie (85)9 SOIPL 6 X83)5 p olaill 3 lo ) sl Sy S e 5
339 383, i oF ol s ol )3 (535 (553 s o ol b gt Sl gl slail 5> SIS i 4 ke 3 e
drwg 1d> o s uomen (Dong et al., 2022) 1S x s 1y 51,553,5 3959 9 0315 Liul38 1) Jafie colis L1550 pommie (6)1 8 Cusliw g cunlio slocs oy
3l Jus @ 1y elesnl oldy gli)) g (K35 399 il e(sladlain dnngs Slaal b (o3l ((lacdluy; olwhen o 1S 0 ST 355 6,%50)5 b
Sinlon jgbody dadio cloinl g (olaidl ¢ Jae (slacud s a5 340 poie Sl drwgs & Wl oo Sloj (B39 (£,583,5 5MS Jlate 5l (Rangkuti et al., 2024)
Sl (6,%53,5 Jab dnags S0l e oolaidl 25lo s (sl yiun Cogi g 45 NS o byl Limgh gl oplplu (Morfoulaki et al., 2023) wgd o
A Anlgzs ol )8 (5)5 5 (e

(bl lagsyglis (Jiomd pas )3 )l (Solgls (65835 p 6)lline g Cute S (5559 )5BS 9290 sladuuily 9 (5l 4 oy (Lt gy ;s 4Bl
ladilo, jl oolitul a5 canl o3ls (lis 3] lallae Xlasdle 5 ge 1) K53 )5 drym 9 03,5 Juead |y ya (g0)40b 0 aislyd (T 55, cladilols 5 clozn] (sladiln,
6y553)5 0395 3> (659Ld dmwgi e (LT €T AL, 2025) 5,38 5l dade 4 s BT (5,55 5 g w3 ial38l ]y (1559 o), R53,5 33500 135k B Wilgi oo eleis]
L ggsge ol (Al-Romeedy, 2025) cusl 03,8 has Jlyy g omer codlo i) sl sl a2 1y ol g 02y 513 (0,5 o 11y i 055 0B g cendhas
2 0938 S (o o3litl landiy 1o Sy e g Clasd (o)l colie duglie (gl (6ygld I 93 (0509 s (S32)80b 5 53 oAl 15 Scunl guan 3l imgs (sladidly
3 eonlpl (Farzipor et al, 2025) wigd o Cagis 6598 51 s S b 56 (5509 525005 i dnwgi 1 (oulidialis) 5 (Diel (505 o a5 el ¢
am> Gl iys S 58S Clin Sl SIS iy o olyiey

o Lol g 52 sito (SOl ()05 45 5,5 ol i ol ot a3 & Jio 3 1y b oy oyt o (Simimslanl Jolys 51 pogas
$5555,5 i Slasingsy S o g |y ol olatnl oy S e SIS 315 5 (555 Sl )3 (grar £ Lo s e Sl sl oloia] 4y
©)503)5 Sllls owlS jgre cpzmen (LiMa et al, 2023) ans Lalial 1) Lasl a6y o (Solgls plrud] 18 e by 55 ) o5 Wlools (Li5 odlgils
5 555,51l 5 Ao 455 i 5 (QU20 et al, 2022) win (Sélsl i S e (et | (i 5 olain] (slao Sl & wm e L e3lgils
i yd Jolge 45 amd o ylis g 1S o ol ]y o8 ol pils Limgh s (Ramkissoon, 2023) cul )8 ,56 (Ul (5055 cuas p 6, 583,5 eloa! slataly
a3 GBI (8555 6 583)5 )3 8 Mo (sl nedlgls 03s53 W5 o Ao (0539 Cagm 5 (oxo dxels by Jobsf esslgilotes Sin ol

Lodlgls @l )3 (goge LA «h)ye b basipo ()8 Ul g (1B slaslyg) b)ys slalad g9 5 CukS & 5,8 o)Ll Gl i (8559 Ul Sy 5
o3> il ) odlgls jein (Sl ¢ 2 )lie 5 S8 (gladlayg) Cuaws a4y S0 sodlayg) 2 55 5a jloje> cl oo &5 Wakine (B))9 (£)SE3)S il syl 51>
53 alingy > o1,K55,5 JUb S8 Mo 5 (g5 ol s 4,55 45 w3 gn S (1859 6,555)5 e3> bl slaolSap> cyiran (GiDSON, 2017) o

03 S sladoly Mlgs o objys Dy (> aS ob i 8 Suedl ol 4o (Higham, 2021) a8 e bl Gyo sliles 4 Camd (g 03438

oo ®

ol 48,5 &yg0 (CCBY-NC 4.0) Lales b illas 331 oy ygos dllia ol L]l odi g5 4 Blaie dllie pl Ll Goi> (olos VF+0 © Dl 3> g jore



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

\f'b JLerJQA)ugvye))J

e (Solgls (6,855)F drwgs ol puw Bilgi o (5359 Ol g 3 lailis] Gl 39 walyd (oplply (Faulkner et al., 2000) s sl) dade gl (5,553,5
A8l (559 2

5 o ol &t g Jlb (S5 S 4y GRS 8l slalo 2 29 (59 (SIS ) SB  huohi5 g el e b ol gl Koo asly
@ Wlgioe codls 5 Bipg e Wgm & dmd e (U b imgdy sl 0ud b (6)8835 e slakiy) Sl Sy pemecedlo slajhus g adly (Rl g,
S i 4355 S )d (sode i 35 jgmacodes (g (sl s )slid ooyl y 0gMe (Ramkissoon, 2023) uS” s (S8 cunsS sl (glp Jole a1y (,555,8
Iy e Calsy 5 bl cuibge oluo] Slgi o o859 clocallsd )3 S jite o8 Uke ¢ Solgils (6,553,525 (Al-ROmeedy, 2025) auS o iy jymocaodles
S oS 03lgils ible clabiny Cusi 4 g m3 ol

ol dade Ll tad o (L5 &S (plase D)l Sloan o3l (6)X83)5 )5 (¢ pSmaeal ol sla e b pol Giagh gl i85 jhe (¢ pSpeeal ate ||
4,25 &8 Cunl 03l (L5 lggi (B5)9 65%83)5 4 bgye Clillae pppizren (L et Al 2021) cosl natie (slaShg 9 Ol58 sbosls conilly Sl 5 e Jolos
S RS Slacuo b g (Sead gl o (Knight & Holt, 2013) )l (Solpls slajius polas 53 (oqe (85 (55,3 (o359 sl 53 9> 5l cnlly
3 aels Sy diols 55y Solgl (6,553)5 dnwgi &S WS o duli pils imgh (sladidl wgmle ol 3 (Mirehie et al., 2021) 6550 (55 prenas > 50
Amd el 1y Ul SBuis (clajls a8 ol oyl s sloul g aodlgils s,

slaslygy Coliz 5 iS5l odlgls STl wilyi oo dalie glaculy) 5 8y slaply sl 425 BB ()9 (K835 4155 > dale pgal 9 Ny G (pioxen
by e Ml 5 sl 48,5 )13 48T 590 15 (559 6,550,5 dnwg ) btily i (ol ogMe (Hemmonsbey & Tichaawa, 2020) xas S5 1) 55,9
pie B35t sine (SO (£)553,5 dngd el (Karimi et al,, 1998) w8 cygis | yiw 03551 5 03 Lialidl |y oges AT Wlgi o sadin lils
23 )8 jlaise lojen |y codl g Sy gysld o wd o o cul 42 )LSe 93,50,

Coglh (e (519 g sy Fhe (2l e lgioe (2B))9 X825 3509y b (SolPl (K85 &5 md oo (LS p2l> gk b cpgece 5
9 ol dlondy I g (ol Jie 45 amd oo (LS 39290 Slodl b el cpl (liwlyen 298 grlas (elaia] (S0) CaS i) g bodlgls (elaial ylo
sl 1oy (el (025

D3l 390500 |y gl (6 pdyperesd Conl (S &S A QBN s 13 gty Gigh dige (S Cul (placydgize s iedi)l gls de2g b Siagh )l
b (BLigly) Jelse plo Casl (Koo g aiblyy (ool (slopito (oyp & GiagR g D)3 929 (MBI (6 (el g 0392 (815365 0 (e Baodls pg
ol 005 i o 3 gaiBl S0 | laad Sy 05 plosl aseie Sl ol Sy 3 Gl Oipen ALl 005 B Juo )3 Jace

S5 84 izmen b (ilBl auli guesi 1] U 20 odlitwl pod S olélys wlie 3 g (Bolal (£Sdises sla b, jl odis] Slllas 2 29 g0 dodud
(S S (83,5 Copasid wile (ol juiie GAE (2 2l il B (55559 (6)582)5 )3 Laodlgle 4o ) (6 SiBaes S0 Wi (S 9 (o (oS 5 saiby)
bl & Klgi o 15 Cilike (sbyglS b balin] Hhe (slauslio adllas 1S S8 Gaols slaJio dawgy 4 Slgi o jo sloinl sbadiloy b g gy (slao Sl
Db prie ()9 (SOPB (£ RE3)5 damgs > (HlBle 5 (Sin b Gl

S ol )3 1y bodlgld il dige ) o)ylbiol (ob5ye QU] 4 dolie jupo 5 (oolaiBl ol Cosd b (6)5iE0)5 9 (o)y9 059> S Cunliw D4 oo duogs
Ssysld Sl 650 e e 03 Bl (geges < Lie Wlgi g0 (SO sladlgy I35 2 sl 6)580)5 sldled 5 (x5 ©lis Gl S e sladelyy dnwgs
SISy )3 (ogad ise & lie a3 B)] |y (235)5 (SOlPl (,503)5 Culir Wl e ppmeced yi sladiiun L)l g Slu)eMbl slopyiih (b Jlewd

S SeS 05>l il drgi & Wi e 5 (58559 olie (giley g

O

Copyright: © 2026 by the authors. Published under the terms and conditions of Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

J%JW}AW}E}&;}}AT4Q){'M

355 o o8 5 S5 5y 55k Lo & gy il oo o 3 o8 S (e

2535 ol (SlSy 385 (Bt (olos Al al (515 5

&le o)l

D)l D9z g (2lie 2l WS b (il dalllas plodl jo

o Culos

ST 05190
] o.).p; CAJLC) L59M>I J}«o‘ 9 ‘_y)\}a L;o‘.o.: whs)) L)’l P[?ol »

Extended Summary

Introduction

Sport tourism has emerged as one of the most dynamic and rapidly expanding segments of the global tourism industry,
integrating recreational travel with structured physical activities, competitive events, and destination-based experiences.
Theoretical reflections on sport tourism emphasize its transformative potential in reshaping destination attractiveness,
diversifying tourism products, and enhancing experiential value for visitors (Gibson, 2017). Contemporary perspectives further
argue that sport tourism is no longer limited to mega-events but encompasses small- and medium-scale participatory activities
that create sustainable regional development pathways (Higham, 2021). In this evolving landscape, family participation in
sport-related travel has gained significant attention as families increasingly combine leisure, social bonding, and athletic
engagement within shared travel experiences.

Family tourism, as a growing research domain, has been identified as a complex decision-making and experiential process
shaped by intergenerational dynamics, socio-cultural contexts, and destination characteristics. A bibliometric review of family
tourism studies highlights the expanding scholarly focus on motivations, benefits, and structural constraints influencing family
travel behaviors (Qiao et al., 2022). Family tourism experiences have been associated with improved social cohesion, enhanced
emotional bonding, and strengthened family capital, particularly among economically diverse households (Lima et al., 2023).
Moreover, perceived social impacts of tourism have been linked to improved quality of life and subjective well-being,
reinforcing the multidimensional significance of tourism participation (Ramkissoon, 2023).

Youth sport tourism has become a major driver of family travel, as parents accompany children to competitions,

tournaments, and training camps. Interactive family decision-making models demonstrate that destination selection in sport
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tourism contexts is shaped by shared preferences, logistical considerations, and event-related factors (Li et al., 2021). Research
on youth sport tournaments further indicates that parental experiences significantly influence repeat participation and overall
travel satisfaction (Knight & Holt, 2013). In this regard, the integration of sport and family travel reflects broader socio-cultural
constructions of family holidays, where values, expectations, and lifestyle orientations shape travel choices (Khoo-Lattimore &
Jihyun Yang, 2020). Understanding family sport tourism therefore requires a multidimensional framework that incorporates
infrastructural, social, technological, and health-related dimensions.

Destination competitiveness in sport tourism depends heavily on economic infrastructure, strategic planning, and sustainable
resource management. SWOT-based assessments of sport tourism development underscore the importance of integrated
infrastructure systems and coordinated governance in enhancing destination performance (Dong et al., 2022). Sustainable sport
tourism models highlight the need to balance economic growth with environmental stewardship and community engagement
(Morfoulaki et al., 2023). Similarly, new conceptual models propose that sport tourism can significantly increase tourist arrivals
when aligned with sustainable development strategies and local stakeholder collaboration (Rangkuti et al., 2024). Event legacy
research also demonstrates that sport events generate long-term tourism impacts when operational challenges are effectively
managed (Ferranti et al., 2020), and earlier evaluations of mega-events illustrate their capacity to reshape destination image
and tourism flows (Faulkner et al., 2000).

In addition, branding and communication strategies significantly shape sport tourism experiences. Brand messages influence
tourists’ perceptions and emotional engagement with destinations (Hemmonsbey & Tichaawa, 2020). Media representation has
also been recognized as a key factor in promoting sport tourism and increasing public awareness of destination capacities
(Karimi et al., 1998). The digital transformation of tourism further intensifies these dynamics. Social media usage has been
shown to influence revisit intentions among sport tourists (Li et al., 2025). In parallel, technological innovations in wellness
and digital tourism infrastructures have reshaped health-oriented travel experiences, positioning technology as a catalyst for
integrated sport and wellness tourism (Al-Romeedy, 2025). Experience-based tourism frameworks, particularly those
emphasizing entertainment, education, escapism, and aesthetics (4E dimensions), have also been identified as critical for
enhancing sport and recreation tourism resources (Farzipor et al., 2025).

Despite these advancements, there remains a significant gap in integrated empirical models that simultaneously examine
infrastructural, technological, socio-cultural, health, and facility-based drivers of family sport tourism. Addressing this gap, the
present study aims to model the drivers of family tourism with a sport tourism approach through a comprehensive structural
framework.

Methods and Materials

This applied research employed a descriptive-correlational design using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) based on the
Partial Least Squares (PLS) approach. The statistical population consisted of 384 sport tourists who participated in sport events
with their families, selected through convenience sampling. Data were collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire
comprising 44 items measured on a five-point Likert scale ranging from strongly disagree to strongly agree. The questionnaire
assessed five independent constructs: economic infrastructural characteristics, technological and sport tourism potential, socio-
cultural factors, sport facilities, and health and wellness. Descriptive statistics were calculated to summarize demographic

characteristics. Measurement model reliability and validity were evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha, composite reliability,
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rho_A, and Average Variance Extracted (AVE). Structural relationships were tested using PLS-SEM. Data analysis was
conducted using SPSS and SmartPLS version 3 software.

Findings

The sample consisted of 66% male and 34% female participants, with diverse educational backgrounds ranging from below
diploma to doctoral degrees. Measurement model results indicated satisfactory reliability and convergent validity across all
constructs. Cronbach’s alpha values ranged between acceptable thresholds, composite reliability coefficients exceeded 0.70,
and AVE values demonstrated adequate convergent validity.

Structural model analysis revealed that all five independent variables exerted significant positive effects on family tourism
with a sport tourism approach (p < 0.05). Socio-cultural factors demonstrated the strongest standardized regression coefficient,
followed by economic infrastructural characteristics, health and wellness, technological and sport tourism potential, and sport
facilities. The t-values for all paths exceeded critical thresholds, confirming statistical significance. The coefficient of
determination (R?) for the dependent variable indicated substantial explanatory power. The overall Goodness-of-Fit (GOF)
index was calculated at 0.765, signifying strong model fitness and robustness.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings confirm that family sport tourism is a multidimensional phenomenon shaped by the interaction of economic,
technological, social, infrastructural, and health-related determinants. The strong influence of socio-cultural factors suggests
that family travel in sport contexts is fundamentally rooted in shared experiences, intergenerational bonding, and collective
identity formation. Families perceive sport tourism not merely as leisure consumption but as an opportunity for strengthening
emotional ties, enhancing social interaction, and cultivating shared memories.

Economic infrastructure emerged as a significant predictor, underscoring the importance of transportation systems,
accommodation facilities, and event organization capacities in enabling family participation. Without supportive economic and
logistical frameworks, the sustainability of family sport tourism remains constrained. Technological capacity also played a
crucial role, reflecting the growing importance of digital information access, social media engagement, and online planning
tools in contemporary travel behavior. Technology enhances transparency, reduces uncertainty, and amplifies experiential
sharing among families.

Health and wellness significantly influenced family sport tourism, indicating that active travel and physical engagement are
increasingly valued components of family lifestyles. Participation in sport-based travel contributes to physical vitality,
psychological well-being, and the promotion of healthy routines. Sport facilities further support this ecosystem by providing
tangible environments for engagement, competition, and recreation.

Overall, the integrated structural model demonstrates that successful development of family sport tourism requires
coordinated policy strategies combining infrastructural investment, digital innovation, socio-cultural programming, health
promotion, and high-quality sport facilities. Family sport tourism can therefore serve as a strategic mechanism for enhancing
mass sport participation, strengthening social cohesion, increasing tourist arrivals, and improving quality of life. The study
contributes theoretically by presenting a comprehensive driver-based model and practically by offering evidence-based
guidance for tourism planners, sport organizations, and policymakers seeking to develop sustainable and family-oriented sport

tourism ecosystems.
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