Journal of Management, Education and Development in Digital Age

Submission Date: 2024-04-13 Revision Date: 2024-05-19 Accept Date: 2024-07-26 Publish Date: 2024-08-31

Explaining the Comprehensive Model of Educational Justice Using
the Grounded Theory Approach

1. Farhad Ganjbakhsh®: PhD Student, Department of Educational Sciences, Bojnourd Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Bojnourd, Iran

2. Mahboobeh Soleiman Pour-Omran:*: Associate Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Bojnourd Branch,

Islamic Azad University, Bojnourd, Iran

3. Behrang Esmaeili Shad'"': Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Sciences, Bojnourd Branch, Islamic Azad University,

Bojnourd, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email Address: m.pouromran@gmail.com

Abstract:

In the educational system, policymakers and decision-makers in educational planning consistently regard educational justice as a central
principle of their programs. However, they often encounter numerous ambiguities and questions in interpreting this concept. In this context,
the present study aims to provide a comprehensive model of educational justice, emphasizing inclusivity and considering all relevant
dimensions. This model seeks to offer an appropriate response to the ambiguities and questions raised in Iran's education system regarding
educational justice. This study employs a qualitative research method based on the grounded theory approach using the emergent strategy,
incorporating an interpretive paradigm and an inductive approach. Data collection was conducted through in-depth semi-structured interviews
with 20 experts in the field of education, with continuous attention to the criterion of theoretical saturation. The findings of this study present
a multidimensional and comprehensive model of educational justice, encompassing causal factors, contextual conditions, intervening factors,
strategies, and their resulting outcomes. The components of this model interact dynamically, creating a situation in which each component
simultaneously influences and is influenced by the others. Furthermore, this model reflects the perspectives and mental representations of the
study’s interviewees regarding educational justice. Utilizing this model not only assists educational policymakers at the macro level but also
facilitates the realization of holistic justice by considering all stakeholders in the education sector.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

The concept of educational justice has been central to educational policies and planning, particularly in ensuring equitable
access to learning opportunities. The discussion around educational justice has evolved from the early focus on merit-based
education to broader considerations of equal opportunities for all students (Mohammadi & Dehghan, 2004). According to
UNESCO, education plays a pivotal role in enhancing quality of life and fostering democratic principles in both individual and
societal contexts (UNESCO, 2020). However, disparities persist in many societies due to socioeconomic and cultural barriers,

leading to unequal educational opportunities.
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Prior studies have examined various dimensions of educational justice, including distributional, relational, and inclusionary
aspects (Stojanov, 2020). These studies highlight that the absence of fair educational systems exacerbates inequalities,
particularly in marginalized communities. Some scholars argue that biased assessment systems hinder the realization of
educational justice (Boyce, 2019), while others emphasize the role of social and cultural structures in shaping access to
education (Biesta, 2016). Additionally, researchers suggest that eliminating structural and attitudinal barriers in curriculum
design and implementation can significantly improve educational justice (Carr et al., 2016).

Given these complexities, this study aims to develop a comprehensive model of educational justice, incorporating social,
economic, and cultural factors. The research employs a grounded theory approach to identify key determinants of educational
justice within the Iranian education system. By integrating qualitative insights from experts and analyzing systemic challenges,
the study contributes to a deeper understanding of how educational justice can be enhanced in practice.

Methods and Materials

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on the grounded theory approach. The research follows an interpretive
paradigm and an inductive methodology, allowing for the emergence of patterns and themes without predefined hypotheses.

Data collection was conducted through in-depth semi-structured interviews with 20 education experts, selected based on
their expertise in educational policy and curriculum development. Theoretical saturation was achieved through iterative data
collection and analysis. The interviews were coded and analyzed using the MAXQDA software, facilitating the identification
of causal conditions, contextual factors, intervening variables, strategies, and outcomes related to educational justice.

The analysis proceeded in multiple stages: open coding was used to identify key concepts, axial coding established
relationships between categories, and selective coding integrated these findings into a cohesive theoretical framework. To
ensure reliability, expert validation was conducted, and iterative refinements were made based on feedback.

Findings

The findings reveal that educational justice is shaped by multiple interrelated factors, including distributional,
infrastructural, pedagogical, and cultural elements. The causal conditions identified include equitable access to educational
resources, fair distribution of learning opportunities, and the provision of inclusive learning environments.

The study highlights the importance of infrastructural factors such as school improvement, digital learning accessibility, and
health and nutrition programs, which contribute to a fairer educational landscape. Pedagogical considerations, including
curriculum design, teaching methodologies, and assessment fairness, also play a significant role in shaping educational justice.
Additionally, cultural and social influences, such as generational differences, civic literacy, and respect for diversity, emerged
as critical determinants of equitable education.

The analysis further identified key intervening factors, including policy frameworks, socioeconomic conditions, and
institutional governance. These factors mediate the effectiveness of educational justice initiatives. The strategies proposed in
the model emphasize participatory decision-making, curriculum reform, and the alignment of educational policies with social
equity principles.

The study’s proposed model underscores the dynamic interactions between various components, illustrating how they
collectively contribute to an inclusive and just educational system. The validation process confirmed that the model effectively
captures the complexities of educational justice, providing a practical framework for policymakers and educators.

Discussion and Conclusion

O
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The comprehensive model developed in this study provides a systematic approach to understanding and addressing
educational justice. The findings emphasize that educational justice is not merely about equal distribution of resources but also
about ensuring meaningful participation and engagement in learning processes. The integration of social, cultural, and
economic dimensions within the model highlights the need for a multi-faceted approach to educational reform.

One of the key implications of this research is the necessity for policymakers to adopt inclusive strategies that consider the
diverse needs of learners. This includes addressing socioeconomic disparities, promoting culturally responsive curricula, and
ensuring fair assessment practices. The findings also suggest that sustainable educational justice requires ongoing collaboration
between educators, policymakers, and community stakeholders.

The study contributes to existing literature by providing an empirically grounded framework that can be adapted to different
educational contexts. It also highlights the importance of aligning educational policies with broader social justice goals, thereby
reinforcing the role of education in fostering equitable and democratic societies.

Future research can expand on this model by incorporating quantitative validation and cross-national comparisons.
Additionally, further exploration of the long-term impact of educational justice policies on student outcomes and social mobility
would enhance understanding in this field. By addressing these dimensions, educational justice can be realized more effectively,

ultimately contributing to a more inclusive and equitable learning environment for all.
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